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UM FOR: Projecet Cover Officer

:  Conversation vith Major 8ykes on 1l June 1957,
re Release of SAC Del Rio Cover Story

1. Major Syces called yssterday to report on the progress of the
BAC Del Rio cover story ip its wanderings in the Pentsgom. He told me
that Becretary Quarles was in agreement with the release, with the
exesption to reference male therein to a specific sltitude capability
of the airersft. I told Major Sykes that I falt it wes wise for us to
aceept Secreiary Quarles suggestion st this stage, in arder to expedite
tranmsission of the rclease.

£. Accoxdingly, Ma) Sykes had & finished copy of the peper drawn
up snfl presanted to Secretary Guarles and Gemersl Twining for concurrence.
In the course of epproving the paper, Mr. Quaries indicated that he
wished Colonel Fobert Warren, USAF (who is Alds-8e-Camp to the Beeretary),
to brief Mr. Murray Snyder, Ascistant Segretary of Defense for Internal
Aftuirs (vhich is & polite way of saying Press Relations). Col Warren
then gave Mr. Snyder a briefing which Ma] Sykes desoribed as scmevhat
inscarrate, on Project AQUATONE. The strategy of this particular move
was that since Mr. Snyder was the overall volge of the Pantagon on
Prese Relations, any ingquiries about the U-2 would receive sdequate
baskstopping from Snyder, who would in twm refer the press to
Colonel Casey of the Alr Force for detalls.

3. Mal Sy:ss indieated that ha would like to return to see
M. Suyder, in the company of in crder to correct some 25X1
points of the Warren briefing & 30 o [brief 25X1
¥Mr, Snyder cn the conteat of previcus press releases that AQUATONR
has experienced.

h, Leter in the day Major Sykes called sgein to state that he
had pessed the content of the SAC Del Rio release to Colomel Tilley,
the 3AC PIO, st Omsha by means of telephone. The detailed guestion
and snsver sheet was sent out later in the sfterncon by 880 channels.

5. I would sppreciate it if you would sfd Mr. Snyder to the list
of parsons bricfed oo the Project, and I believe it would be a good
idea to cheek into the status of Colonel Warren since I believe there
is same guestion a8 to his knoviedgesbility. Will you plesse keep me
postelk of the content of this briefing of Mr. Snyder, together with
sy other briefings of this sort.
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